Dr Abercrombie on Diseases of the Spinal Marrow. Jan.
In the second week of bis illness, the pains in the head nearly ceased, but the pain of the neck became more severe, and extended farther down along the spine. It continued tor several days to extend farther and farther down, till at last it fixed, with intense severity, at the lower part of the spine, from which it extended round the boriy, particularly to the spinous processes of the ilia.
From the time when the lower part of the spine became so much affected, he never complained of his head, and seldom of the upper parts of the spine; but he became affected with great uneasiness over the whole abdomen, and great pain and difficulty in passing his urine. From the violence of these complaints, his sufferings about the 15th became extreme ; lie could not lie in bed for five minutes at a time, but was generally walking about his house in extreme agitation, grasping the lower part of his back with both his hands, and gnashing his teeth from the intensity of pain :?he had no interval of ease, and was sometimes incoherent and unmanageable. On the 16th, he went to the warm bath, walking down three stairs, and into an adjoining street, with little assistance. After his return, he thought himself somewhat relieved, but the pain soon returned with its former severity, accompanied by great pain in the belly, severe dysuria, contusion of thought, and some difficulty of articulation. The Within the membranes of the spinal cord there remained a small quantity of the bloody fluid, which had flowed into the cavity of the cranium. The cord itself, and its membranes, presented no unusual appearance, except that, at the upper part, the cord appeared to be softer than usual, and very easily torn.
All the viscera of the thorax and abdomen were perfectly healthy. The foramen ovale was pervious by a small opening.
